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We have shown [1] that  3 - b r o m o - l - b e n z y l i n d a z o l e  is conver ted  to N-benzylanthrani loni t r f le  by the 
action of sodium or  phenylsodium. This observat ion  and data [2, 3] on the opening of the r ing of N- subs t i -  
tuted indazoles in the p r e s e n c e  of sodium amide made it possible  to conclude that the opening of the N - N  
bond in these ca se s  p r e c e d e s  the fo rmat ion  of 3-sodioindazoles .  However ,  we obse rved  that 1 - i sop ropy l -  
3-phenylindazole (I), under  the influence of phenylli thium, is also capable of c leavage at the N - N  bond to 
give, a f te r  hydro lys i s ,  2- isopropylaminobenzophenone,  which was identified as the N-ace ty  ! der ivat ive  (I1). 

The probable  reac t ion  scheme is as follows: 

/N -C~ ~"'~./~'N --Li 2.CH~COC~ CH(CH3)2 
I 

CH ( CH3).', CH (Cfl3) 2 O=C--Cf l  3 

I I I  

This convers ion  is apparent ly  also poss ib le  for  other  1 ,3-disubst i tu ted indazoles.  

E X P E R I M E N T A L  

2-(N-Acetyl isopropyl)aminobenzophenone.  A solution of 3.5 g (0.015 mole) of 1 -1sopropyl -3-phenyl -  
indazole in 25 ml of e the r  was added to  phenyll i thium [ f rom 0.56 g (0.081 g-atom) of l i thium and 6.3 g (0.04 
mole) of bromobenzene]  in 30 ml of e ther ,  and the mixture  was then heated  for  5 min with 25 ml of 10% hy- 
drochlor ic  acid. The amino ketone was i so la ted  in the usual  manner  and acyla ted  with acetyl  chloride in 
pyr id ine  to give 0.46 g (11%) of II with mp 138-139 ~ (from b e n z e n e - p e t r o l e u m  ether) .  Found: C 76.8; 
H 7.0; N 4.9%. C18H19NO 2. Calculated: C 76.9; H 6.8; N 5.0%. No melt ing-point  depress ion  was obse rved  
for  a mixture  Of this  product  and the compound obtained by acylat ion of a genuine sample  of 2 - i s o p r o p y l -  
aminobenzophenone.  
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